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RE:

Questionnaire about child abuse prevention and targeted child welfare reforms

Pennsylvania’s children, including children who have been abused or victimized by violence, desperately require urgency on their behalf.  

Our children deserve assurances that when voters go to the polls on November 2nd they will be informed about the strategies that the next Governor will pursue and invest in to prevent child abuse, strengthen families, and achieve targeted child welfare reforms.  

POCC remains focused on gaining greater insight into how you, as Governor, would prioritize child abuse prevention and respond to the thousands of children, youth, and families whose lives intersect each year with the child welfare system.  Therefore, we are seeking your specific responses on the following questions.  These questions relate directly to POCC’s recommendations, which were released to your campaigns in September.   

Please prepare a written response to each of the following questions no later than October 14th:    
1. What three specific fiscal or policy strategies would you enlist within your administration to prevent child abuse and build the confidence and competence of parents ?

2. How do you plan on increasing the availability of and access to high-quality voluntary home visiting services for families most at risk?

3. Will you establish and adequately fund a state-level independent Child Protection Ombudsperson?  If not, please outline strategies you will put forth to improve accountability and transparency within Pennsylvania’s child welfare system.

Recognizing that time is limited between now and November 2nd, we are opting not to pose significantly more questions than you can respond to thoughtfully.  The questions listed above, however, are foundational to gaining insight into your views on primary child abuse prevention and on the POCC priority of increased accountability and transparency within the child welfare system overall.  

While we are seeking answers to the questions outlined above by October 14th, we also believe it is not too early to outline discussion points that should be central to the transition period, including:  

· What strategies will you enlist within your administration to ensure that all mandated reporters of suspected child abuse receive standardized training?  

· What strategies will you enlist within your administration to increase the utilization and quality of multi-disciplinary child abuse investigations and interventions?
· What strategies will you enlist within your administration to improve a child’s safety at home?  In particular, please outline your approach to the Act 30 Needs-Based Plan and Budgeting (NBB) process to prevent child abuse and out-of-home placements.

· What strategies will you enlist within your administration to promote permanency for children and connection to a permanent family? In particular, please outline your approach to the Act 30 Needs-Based Plan and Budgeting (NBB) process to achieve permanency, including how permanency is best achieved within family settings.

· What strategies will you enlist within your administration to increase investment in child abuse prevention initiatives as well as domestic and sexual violence services, and how will potential fee increases be included in those strategies?  
· What strategies will you enlist within your administration to ensure access to high-quality legal representation for children in dependency and delinquency proceedings and for parents in child welfare matters?

· What strategies will you enlist within your administration to strengthen the quality, training, supervision, and retention of the public and private child welfare workforce?  Please address how these strategies will meet or exceed national standards and research-based best practices.

Your written answers to our three specific questions due by October 14th can be directed to POCC via email (cathleen.palm@protectpachildren.org), fax 610-488-5059 or regular mail (PO Box 396, Bernville, PA 19506).  If you have any question, please do not hesitate to contact me at 610-488-5059 or 717-215-1440.  We look forward to your responses and to working with you in the days ahead.  
Thank you, in advance, for your time and commitment to Pennsylvania’s children and families.  
